Treatment of bladder carcinoma in patients more than 80 years old.
We reviewed 26 patients more than 80 years old with bladder carcinoma to determine if an active surgical policy is justified. Ten patients with superficial carcinoma were treated with transurethral resection; none died of cancer and half have survived 5 years. Of 16 patients with invasive carcinoma 9 underwent total cystectomy with urinary diversion and 2 underwent partial cystectomy. There was no operative mortality. Postoperative complications were not serious. Five of the 9 patients who underwent total cystectomy are alive, with a mean survival of 35 months. The 4-year crude survival rate was 50 per cent. Both patients who underwent partial cystectomy died within 2 years. One patient treated with radiotherapy alone and 1 without any treatment have survived 2 years. These results suggest that contrary to the general tendency towards conservative treatment, a curative operation is worth attempting in elderly patients with bladder carcinoma.